
 
Industry Led. Community Focused.Industry Led. Community Focused.

JULY 2025 E-NEWSLETTERJULY 2025 E-NEWSLETTER

Workforce DevelopmentWorkforce Development
 

Success Story: Amaury DominguezSuccess Story: Amaury Dominguez

Amaury Dominguez from Chicago’s Back of the
Yards neighborhood is already laying the
groundwork for a career in carpentry. After working
jobs in custodial services, he was eager for
something more stable, and more fulfilling. That
drive led him to HIRE360, where he joined the
Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program . Through
site visits, hands-on training, and personalized
support such as help with applications to
recommendation letters, Amaury found his fit in the
Carpenters Union. Last month, he began his pre-
apprenticeship with the Mid-America Carpenters
Union, stepping confidently into the trades. With
sharpened skills, new confidence, and a clear path
ahead, Amaury is ready to build a future that lasts.

Success Story: Dagoberto CastilloSuccess Story: Dagoberto Castillo

After years of working as a 1099 subcontractor in
unsafe environments, Dagoberto Castillo knew it
was time for a change, especially with a 2-year-old
son counting on him. Encouraged by a friend who
found success through HIRE360, Dagoberto
connected with case manager Jonathan Luviano
and enrolled in the 2025 Take Charge EV Charging
Pre-Apprenticeship Program. The program offered
hands-on training, certification courses like OSHA 10
and Excavation Safety, and a pathway into the
electrical vehicle and green energy industry. He
realized that many of the practices on previous job
sites weren’t safe, and the program helped him gain
a new understanding of what was possible for his
future

https://dceo.illinois.gov/illinoisworks/preapprenticeship.html
https://mactc.org/
https://hire360chicago.com/comed/
https://bit.ly/4eg6EwI
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetingrecap%3FdriveId%3Db%2521wdvnwPizqUih1pbO-UJiQFFDRp7RV5FMnnH_THz1f5pj9bGj-ZPRS6SMa-iM1VxI%26driveItemId%3D01TUYSCUDYFJ7XTU7PQZE2YQZG2YFSIVSG%26sitePath%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fhire360chicago-my.sharepoint.com%252F%253Av%253A%252Fp%252Fdthomas%252FEXgqf3nT74ZJrEMm1gskVkYBju3kPKg-GFI7pOLRZbZJ9w%26fileUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fhire360chicago-my.sharepoint.com%252Fpersonal%252Fdthomas_hire360chicago_com%252FDocuments%252FRecordings%252FHIRE360%252520-%252520Business%252520Tax%252520Webinar-20250616_100720-Meeting%252520Recording.mp4%253Fweb%253D1%26iCalUid%3D040000008200E00074C5B7101A82E00800000000B04442C5B2C8DB01000000000000000010000000D4E79BE0B078EC42966050C7895F885D%26threadId%3D19%253Ameeting_NzQxNWQ2ZWEtNTgyMC00NzE5LThlN2MtMzQ5YmZjOWIxNjI5%2540thread.v2%26organizerId%3D3eb9bc3d-686b-4dfa-9e8a-368f59520c6c%26tenantId%3D9c1198b4-1dff-46ba-a2ed-538c56128023%26callId%3D2f5ac67b-e523-4426-af61-37efa0db13a0%26threadType%3DMeeting%26meetingType%3DScheduled%26subType%3DRecapSharingLink_RecapCore&type=meetingrecap&deeplinkId=c2389628-3bb3-490e-9f94-3284b72b938d&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QKpKjmErm0
https://www.ibjonline.com/2025/06/11/27-equitable-energy-future-grants-awarded-application-for-round-three-launched/
https://www.gechamber.com/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=5ad70f9d-0f06-404e-9e35-d8a620397b65


Today, Dagoberto is taking the next step in his career as a new member of the
Electricians Union, IBEW Local 701.Through Take Charge, Dagoberto also learned
about ComEd’s pivotal role in expanding Illinois’ clean energy future, upgrading
infrastructure, rolling out smart grid technology, and aiming for net-zero emissions by
2050. With new skills, industry certifications, and a union future ahead of him, Dagoberto
is proud to be on a path that offers long-term stability and purpose. He emphasized how
this opportunity wouldn’t have been possible without HIRE360 and ComED and hopes his
fellow graduates can also apply what they’ve learned to build safe, meaningful careers.

Illinois Works Will County Pre-Apprenticeship ProgramIllinois Works Will County Pre-Apprenticeship Program

HIRE360 proudly kicked off the inaugural Illinois Works Will County Pre-Apprenticeship
Program, welcoming 21 motivated candidates who are ready to explore careers in the
skilled trades. This new initiative is designed to equip participants with the tools, training,
and industry-recognized certifications they need to launch meaningful careers in
construction and beyond.

As part of their hands-on learning experience, participants recently visited the Bricklayers
& Allied Craftworkers Local 21 Training Center. There, they rolled up their sleeves for
interactive demos, explored apprenticeship opportunities, and gained firsthand knowledge
of what it takes to succeed in the union trades. Thank you to the Bricklayers Union for the
warm welcome and for investing your time and expertise in shaping the next generation of
trades professionals!

https://www.ibew701.org
https://www.comed.com
https://hire360chicago.com/will_county_il_works/
https://bacweb.org/
https://bacadc1.org/


Take Charge EV Program ToursTake Charge EV Program Tours

Thanks to our partnership with ComEd, our Take Charge EV Program participants took
part in a hands-on tour with the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA)  and Heat and Frost
Insulators Local 17. The visits gave candidates a first-hand look at the technology behind
CTA’s sustainable transit system and opened their eyes to the growing career pathways
in transportation and clean energy. They also had the chance to engage directly with
current apprentices at Heat and Frost Insulators, asking thoughtful questions and hearing
real stories about what it takes to succeed in the field. “It was inspiring to hear from
people who were once in our shoes and are now thriving in the trades,” one participant
shared. 

We extend a heartfelt thank you to CTA and Heat and Frost Insulators Local 17 for your
warm welcome and your commitment to educating the next generation of tradespeople.
Your support helps shape brighter futures!

F.H. Paschen Hosts Informative Industry Session with HIRE360F.H. Paschen Hosts Informative Industry Session with HIRE360

F.H. Paschen welcomed potential candidates and contractors to an engaging and
informative session that offered attendees a closer look at F.H. Paschen’s operations,
upcoming projects, and the core values that drive their work in the concrete and
construction industries. HIRE360 was honored to participate in the session by sharing
insights of our workforce development initiatives, training programs, and the support
services we offer to individuals pursuing careers in the trades. Following the presentation,
HIRE360 representatives connected directly with job seekers and contractors, offering
guidance, answering questions, and building meaningful relationships to support future
collaboration and career growth. 

A big thank you to F.H. Paschen for hosting and for your continued commitment to building
a stronger, more connected workforce.

Exploring the Trades with IUOE LocalExploring the Trades with IUOE Local
150150

Our candidates recently had an incredible
opportunity to dive into the world of heavy
equipment and skilled trades during an immersive
tour of the IUOE Operating Engineers Local
150 Training Center! From exploring career

https://www.comed.com/
https://hire360chicago.com/comed/
https://www.transitchicago.com/
https://www.local17insulators.com/
https://www.fhpaschen.com/
https://local150.org


pathways to stepping into the operator’s seat —
virtually, of course — participants got hands-on with
cutting-edge virtual reality crane simulators, testing
their skills and gaining a real feel for the trade. 

A huge thank you to Local 150 for the warm
welcome and unforgettable experience. Your
commitment to training the next generation of skilled
workers is truly inspiring!

WorkshopsWorkshops

HIRE360 Chicago invites you to our commercial learners permit test prep info session!
Are you a HIRE360 candidate seeking a Commercial Learners Permit and interested in
construction apprenticeships? Join us to learn about the process and eligibility. 

Event Highlights: 
Permit process overview 
Eligibility criteria 
Q&A with experts 

Learn more: Contact your case manager to join our next session. We're here to support
you in prepping for the next class. We look forward to seeing you there!

Mentorship: Grill & Build: A Successful Evening of NetworkingMentorship: Grill & Build: A Successful Evening of Networking
and Connectionand Connection

We recently hosted our exclusive Grill & Build networking event at the Training and
Business Development Center, bringing together signatory contractors and union card
holders for an evening of connection, collaboration, and mentorship. Guests met potential
hires, shared workforce needs, and explored future partnerships  — while enjoying BBQ,
backyard games, and meaningful conversation. Special thanks to Gregg Ereio of



American Backhoe, Anna Hall of P&H Divine Plumbing Mentorship, and our own Harry
Bailey, who helped organize the event and cooked the incredible food. The night reflected
HIRE360’s ongoing commitment to building strong industry relationships.

Climate Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program HighlightsClimate Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program Highlights

Jaden Dandridge Success Story - Got AJaden Dandridge Success Story - Got A
Job!Job!

We’re proud to highlight Jaden Dandridge, a recent
graduate of our Climate Works Pre-Apprenticeship
Program from Urbana, Illinois.

For Jaden, the trades weren’t just a career option, they
were a calling. After working in roofing and taking courses
through Parkland College, he was determined to join Heat
& Frost Insulators Local 18. Climate Works gave him the
structure, support, and real-world training he needed to
turn that goal into a reality.

Now a proud member of Local 18, Jaden is building more than just a career, he’s building
the future he’s always envisioned. His story is a powerful reminder of what’s possible with
focus, preparation, and the right opportunities.

Donald Noordhof Success Story - Got ADonald Noordhof Success Story - Got A
Job!Job!

When Donald relocated to Peoria looking for a fresh start,
he found more than just a new home, he found a pathway
to a career. With support from Pathway Ministries, Donald
began building a new future, starting with earning his CDL
and completing the Highway Construction Careers
program at Illinois Central College (ICC). But it was his
experience in ICC’s second cohort of the Climate Works
Pre-Apprenticeship Program that truly launched his next
chapter.

Through the Climate Works program, Donald gained
hands-on experience, technical skills, and the connections
that helped him break into the trades. Today, he’s a proud union Mid-America
Carpenter’s Apprentice with Local 237, helping build solar field projects across Central
Illinois. His journey shows how workforce programs like Climate Works are opening doors
to lasting careers in clean energy and construction across the state.

Nathan Gray Success Story - Got A Job!Nathan Gray Success Story - Got A Job!

We’re proud to highlight Nathan Gray, a recent graduate of
our Climate Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program , delivered
in partnership with the East Central Illinois Building and
Construction Trades Council in Danville.

After spending years on the road as a truck driver, Nathan
was ready for something more stable and fulfilling. He
enrolled in our program, gained the skills and support he
needed, and is now a proud member of Plumbers &
Steamfitters Local 157.

https://www.americanbackhoellc.com/
https://www.phdivineplumbing.com/
https://hire360chicago.com/digital_ads_climateworks/
https://www.parkland.edu
https://insulators18.org/
https://pathwaypeoria.org/
https://icc.edu/
https://hire360chicago.com/digital_ads_climateworks/
https://mactc.org/
http://www.carpenters237.com/
https://hire360chicago.com/digital_ads_climateworks/
https://www.builtunion.com/
https://ualocal157.org/


Nathan’s journey is proof that with the right training and
guidance, it’s never too late to start a new chapter.

ICC Climate Works Cohort 3 GraduationICC Climate Works Cohort 3 Graduation

10 participants from the Climate Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program  graduated from
Illinois Central College after completing hands-on training in clean energy construction.
Over six weeks, students completed the Multi-Craft Core (MC3) Curriculum and earned
certifications in OSHA-10 and CPR/First Aid. With support from Goodwill Industries of
Central Illinois and dedicated instructors, they studied math for the trades, gained
experience with hand and power tools, and visited apprenticeship training sites and active
job sites to prepare for careers in the union trades.

Representative Darin LaHood visited the classroom during the program, where students
shared their personal stories and showcased their completed projects. One graduate,
now a member of Great Plains Laborers District Council, expressed deep gratitude for the
doors this program opened, saying it helped him move from “just a job” to a meaningful
career. Congratulations to these graduates; we’re proud to support the future of clean
energy in Illinois!

RecruitmentRecruitment

Trade Openings!Trade Openings!

HIRE360 is excited to announce our trade partners are accepting applications for their
apprenticeship programs:

Operating Engineers Local 150Operating Engineers Local 150::

https://hire360chicago.com/digital_ads_climateworks/
https://icc.edu/
https://www.goodwillpeo.org/
https://lahood.house.gov/about
https://greatplainslaborers.org/our-local-unions/laborers-local-165/
https://local150.org/


Operate Heavy Equipment with Local 150’s ASIP is a premier training program
designed for today’s construction professionals—including heavy equipment
operators, technicians, drillers, and construction material inspectors. Work on job
sites like highways, tunnels, and power plants. This union produces rock, sand,
and gravel for construction. Applications are accepted online through their officialApplications are accepted online through their official
website.website.

Pipefitters Local 597Pipefitters Local 597 ::
Are you interested in becoming a Pipefitter? This union is now accepting
applications for a 5-year program with two tracks: building trades pipefitter or
HVAC service technician. Contact your HIRE360 case manager for application
details and a letter of recommendation.

Roofers Local 11. Roofing and WaterproofingRoofers Local 11. Roofing and Waterproofing ::
If you enjoy working outdoors and often at heights, consider becoming a roofer and
waterproofer. They perform various jobs, including applying hot and cold built-up
roofing, single-ply roofing systems, shingle, tile, and slate roofs, waterproofing
foundations, plaza decks, and traffic coatings, lining ponds and tanks, and
installing environmentally friendly green roofing systems.

BricklayersBricklayers:
Create architctural structures using stone and tile. Work outdoors and at heights.
Applications are accepted year-round at the Bricklayers District Council Training
Center in Addison, IL. The new class begins early next year.

Electricians IBEW Local Union 701 (DuPage County):Electricians IBEW Local Union 701 (DuPage County):
Work with this union to install and maintain electrical systems in buildings. There is
no residency requirement but most of the work is in DuPage County. There are
two training programs available: commercial electrician and telecommunications
electrician.

Sheet Metal Workers - Local 265:Sheet Metal Workers - Local 265:
This primarily suburban work involves designing, fabricating, and installing HVAC
systems, metal siding, and roofing.

Painters and Drywall Finishers:Painters and Drywall Finishers:
This paint work includes applying paint, varnish, and coatings to surfaces. The
drywall work includes installing wall coverings and performing drywall taping and
finishing.

Electricians - IBEW Local 176 (Joliet):Electricians - IBEW Local 176 (Joliet):
This work involves bringing power to homes and businesses. Applications are
accepted every Monday from 8 - 11:30 AM and 1 - 4 PM in Joliet.

 
For those individuals interested in applying and needing a letter of recommendation,
please contact your HIRE360 Case Manager today or email us at
info@HIRE360Chicago.com.

Get Ready for Open Trades Testing with Our Test Prep!Get Ready for Open Trades Testing with Our Test Prep!

Are you gearing up for the upcoming open trades testing? We've got you covered! Our
comprehensive test prep program is designed to help you succeed and achieve your
goals. 
 
With expert guidance, practice materials, and valuable tips, you'll be well-prepared to
tackle the test with confidence. Don't miss this opportunity to boost your skills and
increase your chances of success. 
 
Reach out to your case manager today to learn more about our test prep program and get
started on the path to a brighter future in the trades!

 
Business DevelopmentBusiness Development

https://www.pf597.org/apprenticeship/
https://rooferslocal11.org/employment.html
https://www.bac2school.org/index.cfm?zone=/unionactive/view_article.cfm&HomeID=95743
https://dupagebuildingtrades.org/apprenticeship/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smart265ed.org%2Fapprenticeship&data=05%7C02%7Cinfo%40hire360chicago.com%7Ca465daf10594437ded9708dd67dd6aaf%7C9c1198b41dff46baa2ed538c56128023%7C0%7C0%7C638780923356095293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qIR6CuEb6uQ%2FFLBEz7C1YoZnScpiKtI%2BK2VdXtK0AvA%3D&reserved=0
https://ftichi.edu
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jatc176.org%2Fapplication-info.html&data=05%7C02%7Cinfo%40hire360chicago.com%7Ca465daf10594437ded9708dd67dd6aaf%7C9c1198b41dff46baa2ed538c56128023%7C0%7C0%7C638780923356140755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WJ5uOspoeeIopif8qHfUMb4ert5TZvlO8oeAKtsOOYg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:info@HIRE360Chicago.com


CMSDC Chicago Business Opportunity Forums Speaker SeriesCMSDC Chicago Business Opportunity Forums Speaker Series

Deborah Whitaker, HIRE360’s Director of Business Development and Diverse Supply
Chain recently joined a dynamic panel at the launch of the Chicago Minority Supplier
Development Council’s (CMSDC) Chicago Business Opportunity Forums Speaker Series.
The session, titled “Competing in a New World: Challenges, Opportunities, and
Solutions,” also featured Cheryl A. Harris, Senior Vice President Procurement at Allstate,
and Greg Willis, Vice President and Counsel at Phoenix Strategies, with WVON 1690-
AM’s Rufus Williams serving as moderator.

Held at the AON Center’s State Street Conference Center, the conversation dove into
pressing business issues including the growing attacks on DEI programs, the future of
supplier diversity, and what the remnants of DEI might look like going forward. Panelists
also explored the importance of technical support for small businesses, adapting
corporate procurement strategies, and navigating today’s complex economic and social
climate.

The audience included a diverse mix of business owners and corporate procurement
professionals from companies such as BP, Northern Trust , Aon, and Allstate. This
powerful event marked the kickoff of CMSDC’s new speaker series, which aims to
spotlight actionable solutions for businesses competing in today’s evolving marketplace.

Chicago Community Builders Collective to Host Outreach EventChicago Community Builders Collective to Host Outreach Event
at HIRE360at HIRE360

https://www.chicagomsdc.org/
https://www.allstate.com/
https://phoenixstrategies.co/
https://www.wvon.com/
https://www.aon.com/en/
https://www.bp.com/en_us/united-states/home/where-we-operate/illinois.html
https://www.northerntrust.com/united-states/home


Click this link to RSVP.

Tax Smart EntrepreneurshipTax Smart Entrepreneurship

HIRE360 Business Development
hosted their first in a series of monthly
events on various topics relevant to
their capacity building and technical
assistance services. Each webinar (or
live event) will provide pertinent
information designed to improve
business effectiveness, operational
best practices, and improving client
relations.

The first event featured a presentation  by Eugene Marshall, Founder and CEO of
Magnolia Tax Services , on how to utilize tax planning as a tool for improving business
operations. Marshall is an Enrolled Agent (EA) and is federally authorized to represent
taxpayers before the IRS and has unlimited representation rights. He specializes in
advanced tax strategies to reduce his client’s tax liability through effective tax planning. In
this webinar, he discussed topics such as tax services, bookkeeping, succession planning
and more.

If you missed out on this webinar you can still view it here.

Future Business Development events will feature presentations from HIRE360 partner
organizations, professional service providers, or simply just for networking. 

To learn more, contact Dave Thomas, Manager of Business Development and Supply
Chain at (312) 575-2520 or dthomas@HIRE360Chicago.com.

https://bit.ly/4eg6EwI
https://magnoliataxservices.com/
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetingrecap%3FdriveId%3Db%2521wdvnwPizqUih1pbO-UJiQFFDRp7RV5FMnnH_THz1f5pj9bGj-ZPRS6SMa-iM1VxI%26driveItemId%3D01TUYSCUDYFJ7XTU7PQZE2YQZG2YFSIVSG%26sitePath%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fhire360chicago-my.sharepoint.com%252F%253Av%253A%252Fp%252Fdthomas%252FEXgqf3nT74ZJrEMm1gskVkYBju3kPKg-GFI7pOLRZbZJ9w%26fileUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fhire360chicago-my.sharepoint.com%252Fpersonal%252Fdthomas_hire360chicago_com%252FDocuments%252FRecordings%252FHIRE360%252520-%252520Business%252520Tax%252520Webinar-20250616_100720-Meeting%252520Recording.mp4%253Fweb%253D1%26iCalUid%3D040000008200E00074C5B7101A82E00800000000B04442C5B2C8DB01000000000000000010000000D4E79BE0B078EC42966050C7895F885D%26threadId%3D19%253Ameeting_NzQxNWQ2ZWEtNTgyMC00NzE5LThlN2MtMzQ5YmZjOWIxNjI5%2540thread.v2%26organizerId%3D3eb9bc3d-686b-4dfa-9e8a-368f59520c6c%26tenantId%3D9c1198b4-1dff-46ba-a2ed-538c56128023%26callId%3D2f5ac67b-e523-4426-af61-37efa0db13a0%26threadType%3DMeeting%26meetingType%3DScheduled%26subType%3DRecapSharingLink_RecapCore&type=meetingrecap&deeplinkId=c2389628-3bb3-490e-9f94-3284b72b938d&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
tel:312-575-2520
mailto:dthomas@HIRE360Chicago.com


Youth EngagementYouth Engagement

Aviation Careers PartnershipAviation Careers Partnership

Between January and April, more than 300 Chicago Public Schools counselors visited 8
apprenticeship training centers as part of the Aviation Careers Partnership, a
collaboration between HIRE360, CPS, Chicago Teachers Union, and the Chicago
Department of Aviation.

Counselors had the opportunity to tour facilities and engage directly with training leaders
from:

IBEW Local 134
Painters District Council
Operating Engineers Local 150
Carpenters Union
Bricklayers
Elevator Constructors
Pipefitters Local 597
LiUNA Laborers

By strengthening awareness of career pathways in the trades, especially those connected
to Chicago’s aviation sector, we’re helping educators guide students toward long-term,
high-quality career opportunities.

Check out the recap video at this link.

Laborer Trainee Program Kicks OffLaborer Trainee Program Kicks Off

We welcomed a new group of students and their
families for orientation at the LiUNA Training Center  as
they prepared to begin the Laborer Trainee Program. In
partnership with CPS, Chicago Teachers Union, the
City of Chicago’s Streets & Sanitation Department , and
LiUNA Local 1001, this program offers hands-on
experience and a pathway into the skilled trades.

During the orientation, students and parents toured the
training facility, learned about their responsibilities for
the weeks ahead, and heard directly from past
participants about what to expect. We’re excited to
support these young leaders as they take their first
steps toward a rewarding career in public service and
the laborer trades.

https://www.cps.edu
https://www.ctulocal1.org
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/doa.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QKpKjmErm0
https://www.chicagolaborers.org/
https://www.cps.edu/
https://www.ctulocal1.org
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/streets.html
https://www.local1001.com/


Our Mission is to Expand Employment OpportunitiesOur Mission is to Expand Employment Opportunities

IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS

HIRE360 Featured in Statewide Clean EnergyHIRE360 Featured in Statewide Clean Energy
Workforce Expansion AnnouncementWorkforce Expansion Announcement | Illinois | Illinois
Business JournalBusiness Journal

HIRE360 was highlighted as one of 27 recipients
awarded funding through the Equitable Energy
Future Grant Program, announced by Governor
J.B. Pritzker and the Illinois Department of
Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO).
The $23 million investment is part of the state’s
broader strategy to build a stronger, more
accessible clean energy workforce through the
landmark Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA) .

This funding will support HIRE360’s continued
efforts to connect more individuals across Illinois
to career training opportunities in the trades and clean energy sector.

Read more here.

Greater EnglewoodGreater Englewood
Chamber of Commerce &Chamber of Commerce &

Stroke of Art – WhereStroke of Art – Where
Craftsmanship MeetsCraftsmanship Meets

https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/ceja.html
https://www.ibjonline.com/2025/06/11/27-equitable-energy-future-grants-awarded-application-for-round-three-launched/


GE FoundationGE Foundation

We are proud to collaborate with the
Greater Englewood Chamber of
Commerce & GE Foundation, an
organization committed to advancing
economic growth and innovation on
Chicago’s South Side. Since its
founding in 2015, the Chamber has
supported local entrepreneurs and
business owners with the tools,
training, and connections needed to
thrive, building a stronger Englewood
from the inside out.

Our new Memorandum of
Understanding marks the next step in
this shared mission. Together, we’re
working to connect local residents with
meaningful careers in the unionized
trades while continuing to invest in
small business success. From AI
workshops and business education
courses to pre-apprenticeship training,
this partnership is about creating real
opportunities that lead to long-term
prosperity. This work will be on full
display at the upcoming Future of
Commerce Summit on July 21, 2025:
the Chamber’s annual gathering
designed to build community, demystify
technology, and celebrate local
innovation.

Learn more at gechamber.com.

OpportunityOpportunity

Dwayne Ferrell, owner and operator of
Stroke of Art, knows that transforming a
space takes more than just paint and
wood, it takes precision, creativity, and
a commitment to quality. Specializing in
interior and exterior painting and finish
carpentry, Stroke of Art blends artistry
with skilled craftsmanship to bring client
visions to life. From residential homes
to commercial spaces, their projects are
built to last and designed to inspire.

When Dwayne connected with
HIRE360’s Business Development
team, he was looking for more than just
new contracts. He wanted the tools to
grow and compete. With support from
HIRE360, Stroke of Art received back-
office assistance, MBE and Section 3
certification guidance, and networking
opportunities with developers and other
contractors across the city. This
support is helping open doors to larger
projects and new business
relationships.

Core Services Offered by Stroke of Art:
Interior & Exterior Painting: High-
quality finishes for residential,
commercial, and industrial
projects.
Custom Buildouts & Design:
Framing, drywall, trim, molding,
and complete space
transformations.
Finish Carpentry: Precision
installation of cabinetry, doors,
windows, staircases, and more.
Surface Prep & Wall Coverings:
Skim coating, sanding, priming,
and specialty wall finishes.
Project Management & Design
Consultation: From concept to
completion, delivering on-time
and on-budget.

Stroke of Art operates under NAICS
Codes 238320 (Painting and Wall
Covering Contractors) and 238350
(Finish Carpentry Contractors).

For more information, contact Stroke of
Art at (773) 930-6365 or email
strokeofart2012@yahoo.com.
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